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March 26, 2007 
 
 
Roger Lawler 
Director, Waterloo Region Catholic School District 
35 Weber St. W., Unit A,  PO Box 91116 
Kitchener, ON, Canada N2G 4G2 
 
C.c.:   Trustees (Wayne Buchholtz, Marion Thomson Howell, Denise Blum, Manuel da 
Silva, Louise Ervin, Joseph Gowing, Fr. Robert Hétu, Judy Nairn, Greg Reitzel), Bishop 
Anthony Tonnos, Auxiliary Bishop Mathew Ustrycki, Auxiliary Bishop Gerard Bergie  
  
 
Subject:  Book with Gay-Agenda found in School 
 
Dear Mr. Lawler, 
 
This letter is to bring a serious matter to your attention. A Catholic teacher at a local 
Catholic elementary school turned in a book to us which appeared to be inappropriate for 
the Catholic school system. This person wishes to remain anonymous.  
 
In 2006, the teacher discovered a book kit in the Teacher Resource 
section of the school library titled “Open Minds to Equality: A 
Sourcebook of Learning Activities to Affirm Diversity and Promote 
Equity” (henceforth, ‘Open Minds’).  
 
We have enclosed a petition signed by parents who have children in the 
Catholic school system. They too feel this book is inappropriate and 
want to it to be removed. 
 
We have studied the book. Although some of the content is unquestionably sound, there 
are serious problems with much of it.  We believe this book will have the effect of 
undermining Catholic moral teaching on the issue of homosexuality. See the excerpt 
below from Open Minds.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pg.16 paragraph 4 
‘Open Minds to 

Equality’ 

The above statement invents a straw man known as ‘heterosexism’ in order to legitimize 
the idea that those who disagree with the normalization of homosexuality, harbour 



5-420 Erb Street W., Box 344, Waterloo, ON  N2L 6K6 
: (519) 740-5256    email: info@defendmarriagekw.org   

www.defendmarriagekw.org  

 
 

Page 2 of 6 

‘homophobia’. The terms ‘homophobia’ and ‘heterosexism’ are part of a socio-political 
movement which seeks to normalize homosexuality and at the same time, to stigmatize 
all individuals who oppose homosexual acts (including by association, the Catholic 
Church) as having a phobia which manifests itself as irrational “fear and hatred” of 
homosexuals. 
 
Nowhere in the book is the Christian understanding of homosexuality given.  Nowhere in 
the book is a distinction made between homosexual acts and homosexual inclinations, 
something which the Catholic church has always maintained in it’s approach to this issue.    
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section 2357 
Catechism Catholic 

Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clearly, the church’s opposition to homosexual acts and to the promotion of homosexual 
practice as an acceptable lifestyle is not “grounded in prejudice and stereotyping” as the 
authors attempt to imprint upon educators and school children. Nor is it grounded in “fear 
and hatred”. The Catholic church’s opposition has to do with the recognition of natural 
law, sexual complementary and the divine revelation passed on to us in the Word of God 
and sacred Tradition. The church also teaches that while the act cannot be approved 
under any circumstances, we are to show compassion to homosexual persons.  For the 
remainder of this letter, we will use the word “homosexuality” to refer to homosexual 
activity. 
 
The effect of this book is to indoctrinate teachers and children to accept and celebrate 
homosexuality under the guise of “diversity” and “equality”. Although it covers topics 
such as discrimination against blacks, native Indians, disabled persons, etc., it serves the 
primary goal of gay-lobby groups, which is to normalize and celebrate homosexuality.  
The authors even gives guidance on how to disguise the homosexual agenda amongst 
other topics (pg. 113, see excerpt below):  
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Open Minds  contains a lot of material that promotes homosexuality. The following are 
just a few examples of pro-homosexual activities and lessons for children contained in 
the book. All of them attempt to normalize homosexuality in the mind of teacher and 
student: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Example 1 
(pg. 152) 
 
Teachers 
are 
supposed to 
tape record 
this script 
and then 
get children 
to role 
play. 
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The suggestion that divorce is an acceptable option is reason alone to question this book’s 
suitability for use in Catholic education, much less the fact that it normalizes 
homosexuality.  
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Example 2 
(pg. 90 & 
98) 
 
A 
discussion 
worksheet 
for groups 
of 4 
students.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The exercise will expose Catholic children only to a positive portrayal of lesbianism.  
Homosexuality here is portrayed only in positive terms: “kind”, “responsible”, “fun” 
which is an obvious propaganda ploy to normalize the lifestyle.  It even suggests that 
homosexuals raising children are a normal “family structure”, which clearly violates 
Christian teaching based on natural law and Scripture. 
 
If one were to argue that exposing Catholic children to the existence of homosexual 
households is necessary, shouldn’t Catholic teaching on homosexual practice and sexual 
morality be the engine for that lesson?  You would agree, we hope, that sections 2357, 
2358 and 2359 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church are absolutely vital for a proper 
moral and pastoral understanding of the homosexual issue. In fact, these sections should 
always form the framework of any Catholic discussion on homosexuality.  Yet this book 
contains no such framework. 
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Example 3 
(pg. 17) 
 
A subtle 
suggestion to 
teachers on 
starting 
homosexual 
education as 
early as 
kindergarten.  

 
 
 
 
 
There can be no doubt that one of the effects of Open Minds is to promote the acceptance 
of homosexuality in schools. It’s also clear by the writing and constant references to 
United States public school systems, that the authors write of an American experience 
and that it is a decidedly secular book. We are concerned how an American, secular book, 
that promotes homosexuality found its way into our Catholic school as a teacher resource. 
 
The clever subtlety with which Open Minds is written, presents a grave danger to those 
who may not be mature in their Catholic faith. The book begins with broad concepts with 
which everyone agrees: equality, justice, non-discrimination. Then it builds on the 
reader’s acceptance of these ideas by naming legitimate racial/ethnic groups who have 
suffered discrimination (blacks, Jews, etc).  Finally, it hooks the immature Catholic 
reader by mixing homosexuals and children of homosexuals into the list of racial/ethnic 
groups who suffer “institutional discrimination”. By this point the reader has been 
deceived into thinking “well, homosexuality must be the same kind of thing as race, 
something inborn” and “well, I’m against racism, I’m against anti-Semitism so I guess 
it’s ok to think of opposition to homosexuality in the same way – it’s discrimination”. 
Over this gradual progression of thought, the reader has unwittingly come to reject their 
own religious belief.  Ironically, if this deceives a teacher, they might someday perpetuate 
discrimination against Catholics. How? Having been utterly convinced that opposition to 
homosexuality is discrimination, they will join in the cycle of labeling those they 
encounter who hold to traditional beliefs about homosexuality as “homophobes”. They’ll 
join in the vicious cycle of marginalizing and silencing authentic Catholic voices, even 
within the Catholic school system. 
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We believe it’s important not only to remove this and any similar books currently in our 
school system, but also to understand how such a resource could have been placed in a 
Catholic school.  
 
We respectfully request a written response to the following questions and then a meeting 
in person to discuss the issue: 

1. Will you remove this book/kit from all Waterloo Region Catholic schools? By 
what date? 

2. Are there other homosexual propaganda books in the schools? An illustrated 
children’s book which depicted homosexuals raising children was also found.  

3. How did this book enter our Waterloo Region Catholic elementary school(s) as a 
teacher resource?  

4. What safeguards are in place currently to screen pro-homosexual books or other 
material which opposes Catholic teaching? 

5. What new safeguards will you develop to ensure that all books & resources in 
Waterloo Region schools adhere to Catholic teaching and are faithful to the 
Magisterium of the Church? 

 
Please note that we are not blaming anyone. We are simply representing the concerns of a 
faithful Catholic teacher and now, of Catholic parents with whom we’ve shared this 
information.  On their behalf, we wish to ensure that only legitimate Catholic teaching 
reaches their Catholic children. We look forward to a spirit of cooperation with the 
School Board. 
 
We would appreciate a response in writing as soon as possible.  Thank you in advance for 
your assistance. 
 
 
Yours sincerely in Christ, 
 
 
 
Jack Fonseca 
Communications Director 
Defend Traditional Marriage & Family™ 
 
Enc.:  petition signed by just a few of the concerned Catholic parents who believe this 
book is inappropriate and request its removal. 



 
PETITION FROM CATHOLIC PARENTS RE: ‘OPEN MINDS TO EQUALITY’ 

 

      

  
I request that the book ‘OPEN MINDS TO EQUALITY’ be removed from our schools immediately. I believe it is 
inappropriate as a resource for teaching my children. I would ask that the Board act immediately to remove this and 
any similar books from our Catholic schools. 
 

Signature First Name
(print) 

Last Name 
(print) 

Address City Postal Code
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